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125th SD State Fair Continues Record of Success 



Huron, S.D. – The 2010 South Dakota State Fair continued a recent trend, with improved attendance and revenue increases for the fourth consecutive year. 

Attendance grew to more than 177,000 for the 125th anniversary State Fair, a 9 percent increase from last year and up nearly18 percent from 2007. 

The strong attendance numbers came despite rain showers on Labor Day, the Fair’s last day. 

“We are very pleased with this year’s turnout,” said State Fair Manager Jerome Hertel. “With increases in grandstand ticket sales, camping revenue and carnival revenue, I think we’re on the right track.” 

“If we can make improvements to some of the 90 buildings on the State Fair Park and expand or improve our camping facilities, we will be in good shape moving forward,” he added. 

The 2010 State Fair showed strong numbers in several additional categories, including commercial vendor numbers, campers and sponsorships. Camping revenue increased 3 percent. All 1,500-plus camping spaces were sold out, making the fairgrounds the state’s largest campground. 

Goldstar Amusements provided an exciting midway carnival experience, and carnival revenue grew 10 percent from last year. The increased number of commercial vendors led to a 10 percent gain in vendor revenue as well. 

Another event, the second annual Legislative Showmanship Competition, proved popular. The show featured 19 state legislators, each paired with a youth 4-H or FFA beef exhibitor. Participants competed in a friendly cattle showmanship competition against fellow state legislators. Their youth coaches “fit” the animals, prepared them for the competition and offered the legislators a “crash course” in beef cattle showmanship. 

“Quite simply, we had a great State Fair this year,” said Jon Farris, South Dakota’s Acting Secretary of Agriculture. “The weather was nearly perfect on the weekend and a lot of people came out to enjoy themselves. It’s clear that South Dakotans still love coming to the Fair.” 

Next year’s South Dakota State Fair will take place Sept. 1-5, 2011. Preview day will be Wednesday, Aug. 31. For more information about year-round events taking place at the State Fair Park, visit www.sdstatefair.com, contact the Fair office in Huron at 800-529-0900 or follow the Fair on Facebook. 
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